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The Mix

Sports

“Australia” gives audience
a fresh epic this holiday
season. See page 7

USC ends the season in
a disappointing loss to
Clemson. See page 14
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HOLIDAY SHOPPING REPORT

Skydiving
flies high
with thrill
of falling
Club gives students
opportunity, teaches
safety during jumps
Kyle Moores
STAFF WRITER

Jacquelyn Martin / The Associated Press

Amy Sancetta / The Associated Press

With the holiday season closing in, shoppers storm the stores and wait in long, early lines to find the best deals during this year’s economic hardships.

Black Friday spending
Young buyers plan
to spend for holidays better than predicted
Despite economic downturn, college students plan to buy gifts
for close friends, relatives through bargains, homemade presents

Stores profit unexpectedly during Thanksgiving weekend due
to sales, coupons; season still lowest anticipated spending in years
Ashley M. Heher

Justin Fabiano

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Associated Press Retail Writer

Christmas trees, ornaments and goodies hit store shelves before
Halloween, but that doesn’t necessarily mean people will be decking their
halls this holiday season.
Nasdaq.com reports that consumer spending is in the midst of its biggest
decline since 2004, and nothing points to a much merrier Christmas.
As many people know, it’s the consumers that keep the economy’s
heart beating, and the largest group of consumers is the 18- 24-year-old
demographic. So with the economy in its current state, what exactly does
this young group plan to buy during the holidays, or do they plan on
buying anything?
Brett Bozzelli, a second-year sports and entertainment management
student, said he has major concerns about his spending this year.
“The economy is terrible right now, and I feel like I need to spend less on
unnecessary things and more on the essentials,” Bozzelli said.
Bozzelli’s view is widely shared by Americans as the Nasdaq reports
consumer spending is down $33.6 billion on big-ticket items such as
cars, but that doesn’t mean that spending will cease among the young
demographic.
“Oh, I’m still going to spend money this year, I just won’t be able to buy

CHICAGO — The holiday shopping season got off to a surprisingly solid
start, according to data released Saturday by a research firm. But the sales
boost during the post-Thanksgiving shop-a-thon came at the expense of
profits as the nation’s retailers had to slash prices to attract the crowds in a
season that is expected to be the weakest in decades.
Sales during the day after Thanksgiving rose 3 percent to $10.6 billion,
according to preliminary figures released Saturday by ShopperTrak RCT
Corp., a Chicago-based research firm that tracks sales at more than 50,000
retail outlets. Last year, shoppers spent about $10.3 billion on the day after
Thanksgiving, dubbed Black Friday because it was historically the sales-packed
day when retailers would become profitable for the year.
But this year, many observers were expecting consumers to spend more time
browsing than buying, amid contractions in consumer spending and growing
fears about economic uncertainty and trouble in the global financial markets.
“Under these circumstances, it’s truly amazing when you think about all
the news that led into the holiday season, it certainly appears that consumers
are willing to spend more than most expected,” said ShopperTrak co-founder
Bill Martin. “Everybody wants value for their dollar, so we saw a tremendous
response to the discounts.”
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FRIDAY ● 4

Ever wonder how
it feels to jump out of
a moving airplane and
soar through the air?
A d a m G a r d n e r, a
f if t h-year accou nt i ng
and global supply chain
operations management
student, said the actual
skydiving experience is
different and exciting.
“ I t ’s a r e a l l y c o o l
feeling being f ully
confident that you can
u se you r equ ipment
to safely jump out of a
pla ne,” G ard ner said.
“Most people think you
have to be someone
really special to be able
to do somet h i ng l i ke
t h is, when act ually
it’s not that far out of
reach.”
USC’s Fly ing
G a mecock club helps
interested students learn
how to experience the
thrill of sk ydiving for
themselves.
“Our goal is to show
students what skydiving
is a nd how t hey be a
part of it,” Gardner said.
“We let them know what
we offer, find out what
they want to do and help
them do it.”
The club teaches
it s m e m b e r s h o w t o
safely use sk yd iv i ng
equ ipment a nd t a ke s
them on various trips to
practice safe skydiving
techniques.
“Dif ferent st udent s
wa nt to sk yd ive for
SKYDIVING ● 5

New Carolina Card Distribution
Starts This Week:
All cards can be picked up in the Russell House Ballroom from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
unless otherwise stated.
FRESHMEN:
Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 1 and 2 (Dec. 2
times: 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.)
SOPHOMORES:
Wednesday, Dec. 3

JUNIORS:
Thursday, Dec. 4

GRADUATE STUDENTS: Monday, Dec. 8

SENIORS:
Friday, Dec. 5 (8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.)

FACULTY/STAFF/ANY STUDENTS
REMAINING:
Dec. 9 to Dec. 12

— For more information, visit http://carolinacard.sc.edu.
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Holiday Lights on the River hosts a
drive-thru event to get people in the
holiday spirit. See page 7

Women’s basketball finds success
on the court in the Cancun
Thanksgiving Classic. See page 11
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POLL

Navigator Staff meeting
10 a.m. to noon
Russell House, Room 348
Women’s Mentor Network
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
RH, Room 304

PIC OF THE DAY

OF THE

Week
W

Have you ever been
AIDS tested?

AAMI meeting
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
RH, Room 305

A) Yes, I do it on a yearly basis.
B) Yes, but not often.
C) Not yet, but I’m planning on doing it this
year.
D) No, I think it’s unnecessary.
E) Other.

Students for Life meeting
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RH, Room 302
Transfer Student Mentor
meeting
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RH, Room 303
ICE meeting
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
RH, Room 205

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Last Week’s Poll Results:
What did you do for
Thanksgiving Break?

Red Cross Club meeting
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
RH, Room 304
Association of Minority
PretoHealth Students
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
RH, Room 303

The results are in from last week’s poll about
what you did for Thanksgiving Break:

Academic Team Practice
meeting
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Humanities, Room 317

— 40 said they ﬂew or drove home for break.
— 23 said they were going home then to Clemson
University for the Clemson-Carolina football game.
— 11 said they were doing “other.”
— 5 said they were staying in Columbia for work or
other reasons, even though it’s not my hometown.
— 3 said they were going home with a friend for
break.

Women’s Bible Study
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
RH, Room 136
Measles Initiative Club
meeting
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
RH, Room 348
Amnesty International
meeting
8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Calcott, Room 101

— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist

Crime Report
TUESDAY, NOV. 18
Illegal graffiti vandalism, 11 a.m.
Strom Thurmond Wellness & Fitness
Center, 1000 Blossom St.
During the time period in question
a n u n k now n s u spec t spr ay-pa i nted
three symbols on the pedestrian bridge.
Estimated damages: $100.
Reporting officer: J. Newsom
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 19
Malicious injury to real property/petit
larceny, 10 a.m.
Officer T. Freeman
Pendleton Street Garage, 1501 Pendleton
St.
The officer discovered that an unknown
suspect broke into one of the parking

meters in front of the Pendleton Street
Garage. The suspect obtained $5 in U.S.
Currency.
Estimated damages: $400.
Reporting officer: T. Freeman
MONDAY, NOV. 24
Breaking and entering of a motor vehicle,
petit larceny, 10 a.m.
Horizon Parking Garage, 1100 Wheat
St.
The victim said an unknown suspect
broke the front passenger’s side window of
their vehicle. The unknown suspect stole
one phone and one phone charger.
Estimated value: $130
Reporting officer: J. Newsom
— Compiled by Staﬀ Writer Kyle Moores

The Melton Memorial Observatory on Greene Street has been open to students
since 1928 and offers public stargazing Monday nights from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.

Local

National

World

MYRTLE BEACH — A n
analysis of booking reports
show s t hat 83 percent
of the people arrested for
committing violent crimes
in Horry County live in the
Grand Strand area.
The Sun News of Myrtle
Beach reports that its analysis
of more than 14,000 booking
reports at the count y jail
shows that tourists rarely
c o m m it v i o l e nt c r i m e s
while they are on vacation,
apparently undermining the
contention of local leaders.
Local business and law
enforcement off icials are
critical of a new CQ Press
study that ranks the Myrtle
Beach metro area — which
includes all of Horr y
C ou nt y — a s t he 14t hmost-dangerous place in the
United States.
Local of f icials say t he
CQ Press report is skewed
because it does not take into
account about 14 million
tourists who v isit Horr y
Count y each year. W hen
those tourists are factored
into the population, officials
said, the area’s crime ranking
falls to No. 149 out of 338
met ro areas CQ Press
ranked.
Book ing reports at t he
county jail, however, indicate
that tourists rarely commit
violent crimes while they
are in the Myrtle Beach area
on vacation and they play
only a minor role in this
area’s overall violent crime
ranking.
The newspaper’s review
a l s o s howe d t h at t ho s e
people charged t his year
with committing a violent
crime live in either Horry or
Georgetown counties.
B e n K r a s n e y, a C Q
Press spokesperson, said
cities with poor rank ings
typically attack the annual
report. The Myrtle Beach
area consistently has ranked
among t he report’s most
dangerous places, finishing
No. 7 last year. Tourists
probably don’t skew t he
crime rankings by much, he
said.
“W hile the crime
rate would go down if we
considered t he t ra nsient
populations in every metro
area, it wouldn’t dramatically
change each area’s place in
the rankings,” Krasney said.
“They might move a spot
or two, but they wouldn’t
all of a sudden appear to be
a place with a significantly
lower crime rate.”
Wa r ren G a l l, ch ief of
t he My rt le Beach Police
D e p a r t me nt , s a id s ome
ot her st ates have less
stringent crime reporting
requirements than South
Carolina.

NEW YORK — Gay is the
new black, say the protest
signs and magazine covers,
cast ing t he gay marriage
battle as the last frontier of
equal rights for all.
Gay marriage is not a civil
right, opponents counter,
insisting that minority status
comes from who you are
rather than what you do.
The gay rights movement
entered a new era when
Barack Obama was elected
t he f irst black president
t he same day t hat voters
in California and Florida
passed referendu ms to
prevent gays and lesbians
f rom ma r r y i ng, wh i le
Arizonans turned down civil
unions and Arkansans said
no to adoptions by same-sex
couples.
Racism was defanged by
Obama’s triumph, leaving
gays as perhaps the last group
of Americans claiming that
their basic rights are being
systematically denied.
“Black people are equal
now, and gay people aren’t,”
said Emil Wilbekin, a black
gay man and the editor of
Giant magazine. “I always
have this discussion with my
friends: What’s worse, being
a black man or a black gay
man?”
“Civil rights have come
much further than gay rights,”
he said. “A lot of people in
t he gay communit y have
been condemned for their
lifestyle and promiscuity and
drugs and sex, so it’s odd that
when they want to conform
and model themselves after
straight people and have the
same rights for marriage
and domestic partnership
and adoption, they’re being
blocked.”
In a cover story for the
Advocate magazine titled
“Gay is t he New Black,”
Michael Joseph Gross wrote,
“These past few years we’ve
m ade so muc h prog re s s
that we’d begun to think
everybody saw us as we see
ourselves. Suddenly we were
faced with the reality that a
majority of voters don’t like
us, don’t think we’re normal,
don’t believe our lives and
loves count as much or are
worth as much as theirs.”
Yet even some gay leaders
are reluctant to directly tie
their fight to the AfricanA me r ic a n le g ac y. T he y
ack nowledge sig n if ica nt
differences in the experiences
of gays and blacks, ranging
from slavery to the relative
affluence of white gay men
to the choice made by some
gays to conceal their sexual
orientation, which is not an
option for those with darker
skin.

GENEVA — Swiss voters
over whelmingly approved
Su nday a move to m a ke
per ma nent t he cou nt r y ’s
pioneer i ng prog ra m to
give addicts governmentauthorized heroin.
At the same time, voters
rejected a proposal to
decriminalize marijuana.
Si x t y- eight percent of
the 2,264,968 voters casting
ballots approved making the
heroin program permanent.
It has been credited with
reducing crime and improving
the health and daily lives of
addicts since it began in 1994.
Some 63.2 percent of voters
voted against the marijuana
initiative.
On a separate issue, 52
percent of voters approved
an init iat ive to eliminate
the statute of limitations on
pornographic crimes against
children before the age of
puberty.
Olivier Borer, 35, a musician
from the northern town of
Solothurn, said he welcomed
the outcome in part because
state action was required to
help heroin addicts, but he
said legalizing marijuana was
a bad idea.
“I think it’s very important
to help these people, but not to
facilitate the using of drugs,”
Borer said. “You can just see
in the Netherlands how it’s
going. People just go there to
smoke.”
Parliament approved the
heroin measure in a revision
of Switzerland’s narcotics law
in March, but conservatives
challenged the decision and
forced a national referendum
under Switzerland’s system of
direct democracy.
The heroin program has
helped eliminate scenes of
large groups of drug users
shooting up openly in parks
that marred Swiss cities in the
1980s and 1990s, supporters
said.
The United States and the
U.N. narcotics board have
criticized the program as
potentially fueling drug abuse,
but several other governments
have started or are considering
their own programs modeled
on the system.
The marijuana issue was
based on a separate citizens’
initiative to decriminalize the
consumption of marijuana and
growing the plant for personal
use.
Jo Lang, a Green Part y
member of parliament from
the central city of Zug, said he
was disappointed in the failure
of the marijuana measure
because it means 600,000
people in Switzerland will be
treated as criminals because
they use cannabis.

— The Associated Press

World Aids Day
2008
MONDAY

Sexual Health and
Violence Prevention
needs help collecting
14,600 canned food
donations, one item for
each person living with
HIV in South Carolina.
The donations will be
given to PALSS Food
Pantry on Greene Street.
Sexual Health and
Violence Prevention,
SHARE Peers and various
other campus and
community sponsors
collaborated for USC’s
World AIDs Day 2008.
— Information from sa.sc.
edu/shs/shvp/

Sign the (Carolina) RED
Manifesto
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Greene Street

LIVE THE E
SUITE LIF

Campus Vigil
5 p.m.
RH Patio
Community Vigil
6 p.m.
S.C. Statehouse
WEDNESDAY
Carolina RED Day
Wear anything red to show support
AIDS Awareness in American
Forum
6 p.m.
RH Theater
THURSDAY
Free HIV Testing
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
RH Third Floor Lobby

ONLY

$35

MOVE-IN
A PROUD SPONSOR OF
GAMECOCK BASKETBALL
RESORT-STYLE POOL
SHUTTLE TO CAMPUS
VOLLEYBALL &
BASKETBALL COURT
INDIVIDUAL LEASES
FULLY FURNISHED UNITS
AMENITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

803.779.3280
112 SILO COURT
SCSUITES.COM

Mumbai gunmen linked
to Pakistani terrorist group
Security group responds
nearly 10 hours after
174 killed in attack
Ravi Nessman
The Associated Press

MUMBAI, India — The
only gunman captured after
a 60-hour terrorist siege of
Mumbai said he belonged
t o a Pa k i s t a n i m i l it a nt
g roup w it h l i n k s to t he
disputed Himalayan region
of Kashmir, a senior police
officer said Sunday.
The gunman was one of
10 who paralyzed the city
in an attack that killed at
least 174 people and revealed
t he we a k ne s s of I nd ia’s
security apparatus. India’s
top law enforcement official
resigned, bowing to growing
criticism that the attackers
appeared bet ter t rained,
better coordinated and better
armed than police.
The an nou ncement
bla m i ng m i l it a nt g roup
Lashkar-e-Taiba, threatened
to escalate tensions between
India and Pakistan. However,
Indian officials have been
c aut iou s about acc u si ng
Pak istan’s government of
complicity.
A U.S. counterterrorism
of f icial had sa id some
“signatures of the attack”
were consistent with Lashkar
a nd Jaish-e-Moham med,
a not her g roup t h at h a s
operated in Kashmir. Both
are reported to be linked to
al-Qaida.
La sh k a r, long seen a s
a creation of the Pakistani
intelligence service to help
f ig ht I nd i a i n d i s put e d
K ash m ir, was ba n ned in
Pa k ist a n i n 20 02 u nder
pressure from the U.S., a
year after Washington and
Britain listed it a terrorist
group. It is since believed to

have emerged under another
n a me, Ja m a at-ud-Dawa ,
though that group has denied
links to the Mumbai attack.
A ut hor it ie s were s t i l l
removing bodies from the
bullet and grenade scarred
Taj Mahal hotel, a day after
commandos finally ended
t he v iolence t hat beg a n
Wednesday night.
A s more details of t he
response to t he at t ack
emerged, a picture formed of
woefully unprepared security
f o r c e s . P r i me M i n i s t e r
Manmohan Singh promised
to st reng t hen m a r it i me
and air securit y and look
into creating a new federal
investigative agency — even
as some analysts doubted
f u ndamental change was
possible.
“These guys could do it
next week again in Mumbai
and our responses would
be exactly the same,” said
Ajai Sahni, head of the New
Delhi-based Institute for
Conflict Management who
has close ties to India’s police
and intelligence.
Joint Police Commissioner
Rakesh Maria said the only
known surviving gunman,
Ajmal Qasab, told police he
was trained at a Lashkar-eTaiba camp in Pakistan.
“Lashkar-e-Taiba is behind
the terrorist acts in the city,”
he said.
A spokesperson for
Pa k ist a n i President A sif
Z a r d a r i’s s p o k e s m a n
dismissed the claim.
“ We h a v e d e m a n d e d
evidence of the complicity
of a ny Pa k ist a n i g roup.
No evidence has yet been
provided,” said spokesperson
Farhatullah Babar.
In the first wave of the
attacks, two young gunmen
armed wit h assault rif les
blithely ignored more than
60 police officers patrolling
MUMBAI ● 4
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as many Christmas gifts for
people,” Bozzelli said.
He said he plans to save
money t h is Ch rist mas
becau se he’s “not goi ng
to buy many gifts for the
friends [he] usually [does].”
Ben Sheinkin, a secondyear history student, said
he does not plan on buying
gifts this holiday season, but
making them instead.
“Not only does a
homemade gift cost less, but
it means more,” Sheinkin
said.
In t he past, he said he
made gag gifts for people
including an autographed
picture of himself for one
friend.
“I think it makes things
more fun when you give joke
gifts to people,” he said.
Sheinkin said he is also
sure t hat his humor will
not negat ively af fect t he
recipients of his gifts.
“ I wou ld n’t r e a l l y b e
surprised if my parents did
the same for me,” he said.
Right now, Bozzelli said
he hopes to spend just more
than $100 this Christmas.
While he said he plans on
spending more money on
essential items like food and
other necessities, he said
most of his Christmas gifts
will include CD’s, DVD’s
and video games.
The economy isn’t t he
only reason Bozzelli isn’t
spending as much money on
gifts this year.
“I don’t have a job. In fact
I can’t have a job while I’m
in school yet,” he said.
Bozzelli said he worked at
a Charleston radio station
t hroughout h igh school,
but since he came to college
he has found life to be too
difficult to balance higher
education and a job.
“I have a lot more school
work to do now, and if I can’t
pass my classes now, no one
will hire me later,” he said.
This is the opposite case
for Erin Huxford, a secondyear business student, who
said she has been working
at The Whitney Hotel since
early last semester.
“After my first semester
I found out I had enough
spare time to go get a job,”
Huxford said. “No matter
how bad the economy is; my
job isn’t going any where.
Somebody has to answer the
phones.”
Huxford said she plans to
buy gifts for her mom, dad,
brother, sister and five or
six of her friends. In total,
Huxford said she plans to
spend, “around $500.”
“I’ve had a job for a while,
and I should have enough
money to spend just as much
for Christmas as I usually
do,” Huxford said.
While the economy does
not have any effect on her
current job, it does have an
affect on how she will spend
money this holiday season.
“This year, I think I’ll
get mostly clothes as gifts.
They are something you can
use over and over, and it’s
probably smart to buy things
like that in times like these,”
she said.

While it isn’t a predictor
of overall holiday season
sales, Black Friday is an
important barometer of
people’s willingness to
spend during the holidays.
L a s t y e a r, it w a s t he
biggest sales generator
of the season while the
Thanksgiving shopping
weekend of Friday through
Su nday accou nted for
about 10 percent of overall
holiday sales.
Still, experts, who predict
this year’s overall holiday
shopping period will be the
weakest in decades thanks
to an overall contraction in
spending, caution that this
year’s sales growth may be
hard to sustain.
A lso complicat ing
matters is a shorter buying
season — 27 days between
Black Friday and Christmas
— instead of 32 last year.
Across the country, sales
in the South were up 3.4
percent from last year while
they climbed 2.6 percent in
the Northeast as shoppers
began scouring store aisles
at midnight hoping to snag
the best selection on early
morning specials, some
as much as 70 percent off.
Elsewhere, sales rose 3
percent in the Midwest and
2.7 percent in the West.
Pat t y Saa l, 60, of
Mogadore, Ohio, began
her Black Friday shopping
at 5 a.m. when she and her
daughters went to a Sam’s
Club to purchase iPods.
“We’re doing fi ne,” she
said.
Fi f t h- g r ade t e ac her
Daphna Stepen, 42, spent
Black Friday hunting for
deals inside Macy’s and at
the Limited Too clothing
store and headed out again
Saturday. The Chicago
r e s ide nt s a id s he w a s
surprised by the discounts
as wel l as how ma ny
coupons she’d received
from stores, which helped
her save even more money
on already marked-down
items.
“You can get almost 40
percent off stuff if you work
the coupons,” she said.
Separately on Saturday,
J.C . Pe n ne y C o. I nc .
said business was strong
i n it s site s ac ros s t he
c ou nt r y a s c u s t omer s
responded to sales. Some
of the department store’s
best sellers were smaller
elect ronic gadgets and
pract ical gif ts, such as
sweaters, boots, coats and
luggage.
But t he chain said it
wouldn’t provide specific
sales figures.
“In light of the
challenging and volatile
economic climate, and
shifts in this year’s retail
calendar, we don’t believe
that reporting sales data for
any one day (or weekend),
including Black Friday,
would provide a meaningful
barometer of our business,”
the Plano, Texas company
said in a statement released
Saturday afternoon.
AP Retail Writers Anne
D’ I n nocen z io i n New
York and Emily Fredrix in
Aurora, Ohio contributed
to this report.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

David Guttenfelder / The Associated Press

Residents of Mumbai hold a candlelight ceremony Sunday after attacks on the city killed at least 174 people.
MUMBAI ● Continued from 3
t he cit y’s main t rain stat ion and
sprayed bullets into the crowd.
Bapu Thombre, assistant
com m issioner w it h t he Mu mba i
railway police, said the police were
armed mainly with batons or World
War I-era rifles and spread out across
the station.
“They are not trained to respond to
major attacks,” he said.
T he g u n men cont i nue d t hei r
rampage outside the station. They
eventually ambushed a police van,
killed five officers inside — including
the city’s counterterrorism chief — and
hijacked the vehicle as two wounded
officers lay bleeding in the back seat.
“The way Mumbai police handled
the situation, they were not combat
ready,” said Jimmy Katrak, a security
consultant. “You don’t need the Indian
army to neut ralize eight to nine
people.”

Constable Arun Jadhav, one of the
wounded policemen, said the men
laughed when they noticed the dead
officers wore bulletproof vests.
With no SWAT team in this city
of 18 million, authorities called in the
only unit in the country trained to
deal with such crises. But the National
Security Guards, which largely devotes
its resources to protecting top officials,
is based outside of New Delhi and it
took the commandos nearly 10 hours
to reach the scene.
That gave t he g unmen t ime to
consolidate control over two luxury
hotels and a Jewish center, said Sahni.
As the siege at dragged on, local
police improperly strapped on illfitting bulletproof vests. Few had twoway radios to communicate.
Even the commandos lacked the
proper equipment, including night
vision goggles and thermal sensors
that would have allowed them to locate
the hostages and gunmen inside the

buildings, Sahni said.
Security forces announced they had
killed four gunmen and ended the siege
at the mammoth Taj Mahal hotel on
Thursday night, only to have fighting
erupt there again the next day. Only
on Saturday morning did they actually
kill the last remaining gunmen.
At the Jewish center, commandos
rappelled from a helicopter onto the
roof and slowly descended the narrow,
f ive-stor y bu ilding in a 10 -hou r
shooting and grenade battle with the
two gunmen inside.
From his home in Israel, A ssaf
Hefe t z , a for mer I sr ael i p ol ice
c o m m i s s io ne r w ho c r e at e d t he
country’s police anti-terror unit three
decades ago, watched the slow-motion
operation in disbelief.
T he c o m m a ndo s s hou ld h ave
swarmed the building in a massive,
coordinated attack that would have
overwhelmed the gunmen and ended
the standoff in seconds, he said.

Cheating, stealing statistics on rise in teenagers
Study shows increase in dishonesty in high schoolers;
students feel they act morally compared to others
David Crary
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In the past year, 30 percent of U.S. high
school students have stolen from a store and 64 percent
have cheated on a test, according to a new, large-scale
survey suggesting that Americans are too apathetic about
ethical standards.
Educators reacting to the findings questioned any
suggestion that today’s young people are less honest than
previous generations, but several agreed that intensified
pressures are prompting many students to cut corners.
“The competition is greater, the pressures on kids have
increased dramatically,” said Mel Riddle of the National
Association of Secondary School Principals. “They have
opportunities their predecessors didn’t have [to cheat]. The
temptation is greater.”
The Josephson Institute, a Los Angeles-based ethics
institute, surveyed 29,760 students at 100 randomly selected
high schools nationwide, both public and private. All
students in the selected schools were given the survey in
class — their anonymity was assured.
Michael Josephson, the institute’s founder and president,
said he was most dismayed by the findings about theft.
“What is the social cost of that — not to mention the
implication for the next generation of mortgage brokers?”
Josephson remarked in an interview. “In a society drenched
with cynicism, young people can look at it and say ‘Why
shouldn’t we? Everyone else does it.’”
Other findings from the survey:
— Cheating in school is rampant and getting worse.

The Josephson Institute, a Los Angeles-based ethics
institute, did a study regarding students’ cheating habits.
Here are the results from the 29,760 students surveyed
from 100 randomly selected public and private high
schools nationwide:
— 35 percent of boys and 26 percent of girls — 30
percent overall — acknowledged stealing from a store
within the past year.
— 20 percent said they stole something from a friend.
— 23 percent said they stole something from a parent or
other relative.
— 64 percent of students cheated on a test in the past
year.
— 38 percent did so two or more times, up from 60
percent and 35 percent in a 2006 survey.
— 36 percent said they used the Internet to plagiarize an
assignment, up from 33 percent in 2004.
— 42 percent said they sometimes lie to save money —
49 percent of the boys and 36 percent of the girls.
— Information from The Associated Press

Sixty-four percent of students cheated on a test in the past
year and 38 percent did so two or more times, up from 60
percent and 35 percent in a 2006 survey.
— Thirty-six percent said they used the Internet to
plagiarize an assignment, up from 33 percent in 2004.
— Forty-two percent said they sometimes lie to save
money — 49 percent of the boys and 36 percent of the
girls.
Despite such responses, 93 percent of the students said
they were satisfied with their personal ethics and character,
and 77 percent affirmed that “when it comes to doing what
is right, I am better than most people I know.”
Nijmie Dzurinko, the Philadelphia Student Union
executive director, said the findings were not at all reflective
of the inner-city students she works with as an advocate for
better curriculum and school funding.
“A lot of people like to blame society’s problems on
young people, without recognizing that young people aren’t
making the decisions about what’s happening in society,”
said Dzurinko, 32. “They’re very easy to scapegoat.”
Peter Anderson, principal of Andover High School in
Andover, Mass., said he and his colleagues had detected
very little cheating on tests or Internet-based plagiarism.
He has, however, noticed an uptick in students sharing
homework in unauthorized ways.
“This generation is leading incredibly busy lives —
involved in athletics, clubs, so many with part-time jobs,
and — for seniors — an incredibly demanding and anxietyproducing college search,” he offered as an explanation.
Riddle, who for four decades was a high school teacher
and principal in northern Virginia, agreed that more
pressure could lead to more cheating, yet spoke in defense
of today’s students.
“I would take these students over other generations,” he
said. “I found them to be more responsive, more rewarding
to work with, more appreciative of support that adults give
them.
“We have to create situations where it’s easy for kids to
do the right things,” he said. “We need to create classrooms
where learning takes on more importance than having the
right answer.”
On Long Island, an alliance of school superintendents
and college presidents recently embarked on a campaign to
draw attention to academic integrity problems and to crack
down on plagiarism and cheating.
Roberta Gerold, superintendent of the Middle Country
School District and a leader of the campaign, said parents
and school officials need to be more diligent — for example,
emphasizing to students the distinctions between original
and borrowed work.
“You can reinforce the character trait of integrity,” she
said. “We overload kids these days, and they look for ways
to survive. ... It’s a flaw in our system that whatever we are
doing as educators allows this to continue.”
Josephson contended that most Americans are too blase
about ethical shortcomings among young people and in
society at large.
“Adults are not taking this very seriously,” he said. “The
schools are not doing even the most moderate thing ...
They don’t want to know. There’s a pervasive apathy.”
Josephson also addressed the argument that today’s youth
are no less honest than their predecessors.
“In the end, the question is not whether things are worse,
but whether they are bad enough to mobilize concern and
concerted action,” he said.
“What we need to learn from these survey results is that
our moral infrastructure is unsound and in serious need of
repair. This is not a time to lament and whine but to take
thoughtful, positive actions.”

SKYDIVING ● Continued from 1
d if ferent reasons, some have a lway s
wanted to do it and never had the chance,
some want to be part of an outdoor sports
other than football, some have nothing
else to do,” Gardner said. “We tr y to
accommodate everyone’s motivations and
give them a unique experience.”
Gardner said the f light up before the
drop is an exciting adrenaline fi lled ride.
“It’s about a 10 to 15 minute ride up and
you can see for miles. The weather is great
and you’re just thinking about what you’re
about to do,” Gardner said.

Gardner said the actual experience of
skydiving is unlike anything else.
“It’s not like being on a roller coaster
where you get that stomach-churning
sensation, you get a whoa sensation and
with the wind blowing in your face, it’s
almost like you’re floating.”
The Flying Gamecock club is looking to
provide students with the opportunity to
learn how to safely experience skydiving.
For more information, visit their Web
site at http://www.flyinggamecocks.com.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

John Scott, Jeremy Flowers and Adam Gardner celebrate after Flowers’s first jump.

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Adam Gardner teaches Robbie Munsey (left) and Randall Williams (right) packing techniques.
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From suburbia to swank,
USC campus very similar
to ‘real world’ city plans
Wa l k i ng a rou nd USC
this past weekend, I noticed
something quite peculiar
and interesting about the
residences of our homely little
campus. They are designed
i n t he same
m a n ne r a s a
small city.
Let’s start at
the old, historic
residence
known as
McBryde.
SAMI
Although
HATOUM
there are
Third-year
signs that say
law
“Caution: No
student
Trespassing,”
and fences
and gates all over the place,
I am uncertain whether or
not this would be considered
a “gated community.” Like
any city, when it comes to
its lesser-valued housing,
USC is replacing McBryde
brick by brick and person
by person with pursuits that
are considered better suited
to the city’s interests — in
this instance, the Thomas
Cooper Library’s old book
wing. Similar to the people
who crossed the Golden Gate
Bridge into Oakland when San
Francisco began to phase out
its undesired areas, the people
living in McBryde will likely
cross the Bates Bridge and
live in the Roost, Bates House
or one of the areas currently
under construction.
If McBryde represents the
lower-income section of USC,
then the West and East Quad
would have to be the prime
real estate. A higher-income
community like the Quads
doesn’t have to worry about
its people’s arteries becoming
fat-saturated or cholesterol
painted by traditional campus
dining, because built right into
the side of one its buildings is
its own healthy alternative
café. Since the royalt y of
USC — the athletes — resides
here, it is only natural that it
is designed with architecture
a nd cou r t ya rds f it for a
kingdom. While the athletes
live mainly in this part of
USC , t he academ ics live
primarily in the Horseshoe,
the suburban area that lies
directly next to the city.
Home to m a ny of t he
member s of t he Honor s
College, the Horseshoe varies
from city property like Bates,
McBryde and the Roost, in
that it has peculiar oddities
like trees, grass and seemingly
around the clock 24-hour
landscaping maintenance. At
any time of the day or night,
bundles of kids can be found
f rolick ing in t he f reshly
cultivated terrain playing
Ultimate Frisbee, while in
McBryde they shoot hoops at
a frowning, crippled basketball
rim with the only semblance
of nature being the occasional
nutty squirrel running from
here to nowhere.
Fo r t h o s e w h o c r a v e
something in the “burbs” yet
more exclusive than just the
Horseshoe, there is always
Preston. This is truly USC’s
gated community, as an essay
application is required. It
is also the only spot in the
vicinit y of the Horseshoe
t hat check s ID’s to keep
a w a y u n w a nt e d g u e s t s .
Even its dining hall won’t
accept non-resident’s Dining
Dollars, although in Bates
and Capstone dining halls
— which are actually in the
buildings — they do.
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IN OUR OPINION

PLEADING THE FIRST

Christianity: The root of evil?
Strife arises from wrong
application of teachings
to justify lesser motives

Religion, some have said,
is tearing this world apart.
The recent terrorist attacks
in Mumbai were reportedly
carried out by a Muslim
g roup. I n Jos, Niger ia,
we’re seeing Christians and
Muslims slaughter each
other by the hundreds once
more. Jews have killed for
a homeland.
Hindus have
trampled
l o w e r
classes in a
brutal caste
system.
T h e
PAUL BOWERS n a m e o f
Second-year
every world
print
rel ig ion i s
journalism
tarnished by
student
s o me d a r k
track record.
Why do we persist in these
fighting faiths if they arouse
so much violence?
The simple answer is
that the perpetrators of
these acts do not follow the
actual doctrines of their
respective religions. Most
Muslims will tell you that
the true jihad lies within,
and Christ ians tend to
condemn the destruction
of the Crusades.
This is, however, only
the answer to a surfacelevel question. The real
d i lem ma is t h is: Ca n
mankind conscionably hold
on to religion? Is religious

faith, as Richard Dawkins
has suggested, the root of
all evil?
“Wit h or w it hout
religion,” physicist Steven
Weinberg famously said in
a 1999 debate, “you would
have good people doing
good things and evil people
doing evil things. But for
good people to do ev il
things, that takes religion.”
But people have, without
a n i n k l i ng of rel ig iou s
sentiment, built from an
innocuous or even noble
aim to carr y out real
atrocities. Che Guevara,
ac t i ng on a hea r t felt
humanist concern for the
poor and dow nt rodden,
used guerrilla tactics to
install tyrannical rulers.
A problem t hat arises
with criticisms of faith is
that people like Dawkins
and Christopher Hitchens
often lump all religions
together. I, for one, feel
neit her c omp el le d nor
qualif ied to defend t he
worth of them all. Instead,
I will speak for my own.
Weinberg asserted that,
building from a Christian
framework, a good man
cou ld f ind just if icat ion
for terrible deeds. But my
understanding of Jesus’s
message is precisely the
opp o s it e: t h at for e v i l
people to be made good, it
takes Christ.
Consider t he apost le
Paul, who once thought
he was religiously justified
in persecuting and killing

in nocent people whose
beliefs differed from his
own. Jesus taught him to
instead serve those people
and love his enemies. The
Scriptures abound with
examples of God choosing
unlikely people for his
pu r p o s e s: pro s t it ut e s ,
dr u n k s, t h ieves and
hypocrites, people like me.
Christianit y has been
c it e d a s t he r at io n a le
for terrible things. This
does not, however, make
it s do c t r i ne s e v i l. No
responsible thinker would
reject communism simply
because Stalin practiced it.
The dark t imes of
Christianity come about
when we conf use t he
commands of a loving God
with our own philosophies.
In Ireland’s Troubles of
the late twentieth century,
when Cat hol ic ism a nd
Protestant ism were
t ra nsfor med i nto mere
shor t ha nd for polit ical
ideolog ies, t heolog ica l
beliefs became a crutch
f or c a r b ombi n g s a nd
assassinations.
The same t hing is
h app en i ng i n Niger ia ,
where Christianity has been
dragged into pre-existing
ethnic and class conflicts.
Look behind any shameful
Ch r ist ia n movement ,
and you will find similar
entanglements.
What, then, is the true
value of Christian faith? I
will attempt to explain in
my next column.

It may not touch
ver y close to our
cherished G amecock s,
at least not yet, but the
current college football
postseason system affects
ever y fan of the sport.
Arguments ensue at the
closing of every season
as to wh ich teams are
most worthy of those two
coveted spots.
T he c u r rent chaos
plaguing the Big 12 South
is just a continuation of a
trend that has gone on
since the BCS’s inception.
A ubu r n i n 20 0 4 went
undefeated including a
BCS bowl victory but was
denied a shot at the title.
Both Utah in 2004 and
Boise State in 2006 went
undefeated and proved
they could play with the
big dogs by w in n ing
BCS bowls, wit h Utah
threatening to repeat this
year. Both were denied a
shot at the title because

t hei r con ference s a re
traditionally weak.
T he c u r rent s y stem
i s f l awe d . A s s u c h , I
advocate every fan of the
sport of college football
should rise up and make
t heir voices heard: we
deserve what every other
NCAA sport gets. If the
only argument against a
playoff system is tradition,
then I ask this: if tradition
leaves millions of fans
disgruntled EVERY year,
is it not a tradition worthy
of changing?
Victor Caldwell
T hi rd - yea r che m i c a l
engineering student

iPod doesn’t lim it
student interaction
I a m a sen ior yea r
g raduat i ng i n t h ree
week s a nd I read T he
Daily Gamecock before
it was “daily.” However I
am getting sick and tired
of t he st upid a r t ic le s
complaining about how

So the game was disappointing and it’s no secret
— the interceptions had a lot to do with it. But that
doesn’t mean we need Facebook groups and forum
posts about how terrible Chris Smelley is.
It’s not his fault that we didn’t have a backup ready
to play — Stephen Garcia was sick leading up to the
game and Spurrier didn’t have much confidence in
Tommy Beecher’s desire to play. Although Smelley
wasn’t playing well — and it’s not like he didn’t
— he stuck it out.
What more do people notice
Even af ter t he ga me,
want from him? Smelley took responsibility
or t he loss. Wit h
He had a bad game fcountless
microphones in
and acknowledged it. his face, he explained that
he simply didn’t execute
a nd ap olog i z e d t o h i s
teammates for letting them down. What more do
people want from him? He had a bad game and
acknowledged it. It’s time to let this one go.
We’re not defending Smelley’s play, and the
football team isn’t protected from criticism more
than any other student. Criticism shouldn’t be
personal though, and athletes are still our fellow
students. To be valid, criticism should be fair and
offer an alternative. There’s not much more you can
want than for a player to get in there and give it the
best he has.
Besides, football is a team game. W hile the
quarterback may rightly shoulder a good deal of the
blame, the team lost, not one individual. The key
word though is game: while beating Clemson meant
a lot to us, it’s not so important that we need to turn
on our own players after a loss.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

IN YOUR OPINION
BCS system in need
of substantial revision

Anti-Smelley opinions
do not solve anything

t h e i P OD i s r u i n i n g
s o c i a l i nt e r ac t io n o n
campus. I must have read
the same article rewritten
by different people about
15 times in my college
career.
I like listening to
my iPod — it keeps me
occupied during my long
walk from the Coliseum
to the BA. It also keeps
me from having to talk to
people I don’t want to and
keeps me from getting
d ist rac ted by people
dancing and protesting
a lon g G re e ne St re et .
And you know what, if I
really want to have social
interaction with someone
I will put my favorite tune
on pause. So get over it:
We as students like our
iPods and hate reading
the same articles over and
over.
Katie Licata
Four th-year sociolog y
student

Something ruﬄing your feathers?
We want to know.
Write a letter to the editor at gamecockeditor@sc.edu

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com
or send letters to the editor at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
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“Doubt is not a pleasant condition, but certainty is absurd.”
— Voltaire

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2008

PAGE 7

Holiday Lights brighten season
Annual drive-thru event by river draws crowds
with themed, animated displays; Nights of Wonder
offers merry range of Christmas festivities
Haley Dreis

STAFF WRITER

A two-mile winter wonderland loop of Saluda Shoals Park
is decorated with over a million sparkling lights to kick off
the seventh annual Holiday Lights on the River, a drive-thru
lights show every night from 6 to 10 p.m. until Dec. 31.
Nights of Wonder, six nights of activities including the
Red-Nose Express Hayride, horse-drawn carriage rides, hot
chocolate, freshly roasted marshmallows, holiday crafts and
a photo-op with Santa open Dec. 18 to 23.
Upon entering the Park, visitors pass through a deer
meadow, woodland critters and bugs jumping, reindeer
jumping across the road and a peacock with fanned tailfeathers.
Lori Shaffer, marketing director for the Irmo Chapin
Recreation Commission , said the animated lights are
divided into themed sections.
“Lights are set in sequence so they’re not just static,”
Shaffer said. “You get to actually see them and there’s lots of
movement, and lots of color in them.”
Lake Murray Country features a dam, sailboats, waterskiers and Rudolph and Santa fishing. Good Sports features
basketball and Santa golfi ng. Stars and Stripes features an
American eagle, the statue of liberty, logos for branches of
the U.S. armed forces and toy soldiers. Let It Snow features
Old Man Winter blowing snow onto a pond, a fountain and
ice skaters.
The third annual Dancing Forest exhibits 88 trees
synchronized to 10 holiday songs. As the trees dance, carriders can tune in to a designated FM radio station to hear

the music.
Holiday Lights on the River has expanded featuring
new light displays, themed areas and animation. Last year
43,500 visitors passed through the light display, a 32 percent
increase from the previous year.
“We started this display and it was really small but it’s just
grown and grown,” Shaffer said. “Every year it gets bigger
and every year more and more people come out. So it’s really
a lot of fun.”
According to Shaffer, a majority of the revenue goes
toward production and a portion of the funds are raised for
the commission’s senior programs, which include Meals on
Wheels and Congregate Meal Sites.
“When we do our light display out here a good portion
of the proceeds goess back
bac
ack
k into
into the
t he lights
lig
l ig
ght
htss because
beca
be
caus
usee it costs
cos
costs
ts
a lot of money for uss
to maintain and install
alll
al
and add to this event
nt
ever y year,” Shaf fer
er
said. “But we do
some activities within
in
Holiday Lights to raise
se
money for our senior
or
programs as well,
especially during the
he
Nights of Wonder.”
Nights of Wonder
err
is t he most popular
ar
event during Lights on the R iver. Within the state,
visitors come from Aiken, Barnwell, Greenville, Newberry
and Orangeburg. Across the nation, visitors come from
California, Florida, Kentucky and Maryland.
“Nights of Wonder is probably one of the biggest, most
visited times,” Shaffer said. “We’ve had people come from
all over because lots of people bring families out here and
we’ve had people who have come through the lights from as
far away as Seattle, Wa.”

Haley Dreis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

While driving through the themed
W
ssections
e
of Holiday Lights on the River,
g
u
guests
can see a variety of animated
llight
ig displays including American and
LLake
a Murray-themed displays.

The Commission and a few additional outside resources
build the lights and the maintenance staff primarily installs
and puts up light displays. Refurbishing and preparing for
the event began right after Labor Day.
Admission is $10 per car, $20 per 15-passenger van and
$35 per bus. Nominal fees ($1-$5) are for concessions and
holiday activities during the Nights of Wonder.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

‘Australia’ brings romance back

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

After 20 years, Sumter Street Storage is being forced to close its door
to Columbia bands because of nearby residents’ noise complaints.

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Drover (Hugh Jackman, left) and Sarah (Nicole Kidman) revel in the excitement and romance of their
adventure in Twentieth Century Fox’s “Australia,” which is a possible Best Picture nominee.

Luhrmann blends style of old Hollywood
with intensity of wartime tragedy
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER

“Australia”
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Run Time: 165 minutes
Director: Baz Luhrmann
Actors: Hugh Jackman, Nicole Kidman,
Bryan Brown, Nel Fletcher
Rating: PG-13 for violence, a scene of sensuality
and brief strong language
See It: In Theaters Nationwide

Going to the movies is becoming increasingly cynical.
The last two Best Picture Oscar recipients have been
violent and dark, and the most talked about film of the
year is about a masked vigilante fighting an anarchist.
In these cold theaters it almost comes as a complete
surprise to see a movie so sweeping, so unashamedly
emotional and heartfelt as Baz Luhrmann’s romantic epic
“Australia.”
Set largely in the rugged terrain of its titular country
on the brink of WWII, the film centers around Lady
Sarah Ashley (Nicole Kidman), a wealthy English
aristocrat who arrives in the country to sell her husband’s
cattle station.
Finding him murdered and believing it to be part of a
conspiracy by cattle baron King Carney (Bryan Brown)
and his henchman Neil Fletcher (David Wenham) to
gain control of the estate, Ashley enlists The Drover

(Hugh Jackman) to drive 1,500 heads of cattle across the
outback and save the ranch.
Jack man and K idman enter w it h superf icial,
occasionally over-the-top performances that recall and
mimic some of the more romantic acting from the epics
of old Hollywood.
As the film goes on, each manages to find a center
for their character and build off the emulations of these
old genres to help develop likeable, if often purposefully
one-dimensional characters.
“Australia” feels at times like too much movie. It
alternately evokes the Western, the epic, the old-fashioned
romance and the wartime tragedy, trading them off and
melding them together into an elaborate, nearly threehour film that occasionally feels like it could have been
parceled down.
Luhrmann has made a career out of taking traditional,
almost cliché stor ylines and giving them visual
reinvention. He is a filmmaker more preoccupied with
the surface and the image, and “Australia” continues the
trend.
Here he finds a simultaneous balance and clash between
traditional genre and postmodern filmmaking, rendering
the film kinetic and propulsive even as its pace feels slow
and gradual.
The film looks and sounds amazing. Cinematographer
Mandy Walker provides an exquisitely wide color palette
and a terrific glossed-over look that manages to make
sweeping landscape shots and character close-ups look
equally majestic.
The production design is bursting with beautiful
costumes and elaborate sets, and David Hirschfelder’s
stirring, overwhelming score perfectly fits Luhrmann’s
flair for the dramatic.
While “Australia” stages set piece after set piece
AUSTRALIA ● 8

Complaints leave sheds
closed to local bands
Columbia groups lose
practice space after
residents object to noise
Shelby Sachs

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Fo r m o r e t h a n 2 0 y e a r s
about 26 Columbia bands and
musicians, which have always
struggled to make it in the music
industry, have found an outlet
to pract ice at Su mter St reet
Storage.
Si nce nearby resident s
c o mpl a i ne d ab out t he loud
noises coming from the sheds,
the fire marshals have banned
these bands from practicing on
the premise — something that
is devastating to not only the
bands and the owner, but also to
local music enthusiasts.
O w n e r o f S u mt e r S t r e e t
Storage Richard Simoneau, 61,
is quite disturbed by the entire
situation and what it is doing to
his business, the bands and the
community.
“[Clif Judy] complained of
noise for the last year and he has
gone to the newspaper, sheriff
... every place he can go. He

fi nally went to the fi re marshal
that went out on [complaints
of ] safety violations,” Simoneau
said. “It irked me that the fire
marshals showed up.”
In response to the adament
complaints of Judy, 70, a rule
was enacted in February of this
year, by which bands were no
longer able to practice after 10
p.m. After 10 months, however,
Judy is complaining yet again
about a noise violation that is
frustrating everyone affiliated
with the business.
Nick Isganitis, a fourth-year
psychology student, and member
of the experimental-rock band
Android Opera, has been using
Sumter Street Storage’s units
for two years now to not only
store his band’s equipment, but
also to practice in. This sudden
news that his band and several
ot hers are no longer able to
practice at ‘The Sheds,’ as the
individual storage units have
been nick-named, has come as
quite a shock.
“We obviously need to fi nd a
new place to practice [which] is
pretty difficult seeing as none
of us have a house in the area,”
Isganitis said. “We’re exploring
opt ions, f rom f i nd i ng ot her
SHEDS ● 8

The Daily Gamecock ● MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2008

PAGE 8

TOP 25 BOOKS OF THE YEAR
Five panelists pick
their literary favorites
from 2008 releases
John Mark Eberhart
MCT Campus

We employed a large panel
of staffers and freelancers and
vigorously debated the results.
It worked out just fine.
But this year we’re changing
it. Think of this year’s list as “5
x 5.” Ten panelists, each with
a specialty to cover, selected
five books each, giving us our
list of 100 Noteworthy Books
for 2008.
Each panelist also selected
a favorite book, which is
marked with an (x).

C R I M E
A N D
SUSPENSE, selected by Leslie
McGill
“W hen Will There Be
G ood News?” by K ate
At k i nson. Regg ie Chase
works as an au pair for Dr.
Joanna Hunter and her shifty
husband.
“Saturday’s Child,” by Ray
Banks. Ex-con, now sleuth,
Callum Innes’ latest job is
much more than a missingpersons case.
“Hold Tight,” by Harlan
Coben. Concerned when their
teen son becomes withdrawn
after his friend’s suicide, Tia
and Mike Baye install spyware
on his computer.
“The Brass Verdict,” by
Michael Connelly. When a
lawyer is murdered, Mickey
Haller inherits his cases
(x) “The Spies of Warsaw,”
by Alan Furst. Warsaw, 1937.
Only the most naive believe
that the war isn’t coming. But
from which direction will
Germany attack?
E N T E R TA I N M E N T/
POP CULTURE, selected by
Jenee Osterheldt
“It’s Bigger Than Hip-Hop:
The Rise of the Post-HipHop Generation,” by M.K.
Asante Jr. There is truth in
the music’s best practitioners.
“Mixed Race Hollywood,”

by Mary Beltran and Camilla
Fojas. Tinseltow n hasn’t
always handled interracial
themes with grace ... or at all.
“Sit, Ubu, Sit: How I Went
From Brooklyn to Hollywood
Wit h t he Same Woman,
the Same Dog, and a Lot
Less Hair,” by Gary David
Goldberg. “Spin City” creator
chronicles his journey.
(x) “ T he Bl ac k L i s t ,”
by Timot hy Greenf ieldSanders and Elvis Mitchell.
Twenty-five blacks reflect on
achievement and hardship.
“Glamour: A History,” by
Stephen Gundle. Wealth,
power and beauty are factors
in defining it, but there are
many more.

FA N TA S Y/ S C I E N C E
FICTION, selected by Robert
Folsom
“A ll t he Windw racked
Stars,” by Elizabeth Bear. A
poetic, winding tale of the last
Valkyrie seeking redemption
for a dereliction past.
“City at the End of Time,”
by Greg Bear. Greg Bear
presents a book of a doomed
c it y e o n s u p t i m e f r o m
present-day Seattle.
“Ender in Exile,” by Orson
Scott Card. The missing years
of military genius Andrew
Wiggin — Ender — are told
in this sequel set between
Ender’s Game and Speaker
for the Dead.
“Reading the Wind,” by
Brenda Cooper. Genetically
altered teens flee a planet that
resents them.
(x) “The Devil’s Eye,” by
Jack McDevitt. A galactic
disaster on a world outside
the galaxy reflects Hurricane
K at r i na on ou rs: The
administration drags its feet.
G E N E R A L
NONFICTION, by selected by
Steve Paul
“Nothing to Be Frightened
Of,” by Julian Barnes. Certain
of death, skeptical of faith,
Barnes brings wit to this essay
on the great questions of life.
“ T he La st Ca mpa ig n:
Robert F. Kennedy and 82
Days That Inspired America,”
by Thurston Clarke. Revisits

one of the most wrenching
campaig n years in ou r
history.
(x) “The Forever War,” by
Dexter Filkins. A ground-level
eyewitness to war and cultural
conflict in Afghanistan and
Iraq.
“Bacardi and the Long
Fight for Cuba,” by Tom
G jelt e n . R u m h a s b e e n
i nter t w i ned w it h Cuba’s
politics and culture since the
late 19th century.
“The Hemingses of
Monticello: A n A merican
Family,” by Annette GordonReed. How a slave family’s
leg ac y i nt er s e c t e d w it h
a Founding Father’s. Won
National Book Award last
week.

NOVELS, selected by Mark
Luce
“White Tiger,” by Aravind
Adiga. This comic novel,
which won the Booker Prize,
asks “What’s the matter with
India?”
“A Country Called Home,”
by Kim Barnes. Into the Idaho
wilderness with a troubled
couple.
“The Plague of Doves,”
by Louise Erdrich. Her 12th
novel displays her trademark
wit and wisdom.
“A M e r c y,” b y To n i
Morrison. The harsh realities
of life in the Virginia of the
1690s.
(x) “The Girl With the
Dragon Tattoo,” by Stieg
Larsson. A Swedish thriller
with a nasty bite.
OUR 2008 BOOKS OF
THE YEAR PANELISTS
— Robert Folsom writes
the fantasy/science fiction
column for the Books pages.
— M a rk Luce teaches
literat ure at t he Barstow
School.
— Leslie McGill writes the
Books pages’ crime/suspense
column.
— Jenee Osterheldt is a
columnist for The Star’s FYI
section.
— Steve Paul is senior writer
and editor for Features.

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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storage locations (most of which don’t
allow bands) to packing into someone’s
basement.”
Not only are these units currently being
used for local, up-and–coming bands to
practice in, but they are also considered a
bit of Columbia music history.
“Hootie and The Blowfish practiced
there for five to six years [along with] the
Root Doctors,” Simoneau said. “Hootie
wrote ‘Hold My Hand’ and ‘I Only Want
to be With You’ here.”
Hootie and the Blowfi sh and the Root
Doc tor s a re big na me s i n t he mu sic
industry, but the future is open to more
bands who have this potential, and because
AUSTRALIA ● Continued from 7
of intricate and expansive
spectacle, it also takes time
to fill the screen with the
emotions of its leads, devoting
as much time to intimate closeups as it does vast landscapes.
Despite its pleasant myriad
of genres, the film is most
rem in iscent of a fa ntas y,
as it is told largely through

of that, Simoneau, and the other local
bands are going to do everything in their
power to appeal the decision and allow
bands to practice in the storage units.
“[Android Opera] had been contacted
about having a concert on location [this
past Sunday], playing from 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. to increase awareness. Unfortunately,
the majority of us were out of town for
that,” Isganitis said. “Otherwise, anything
the owner asks us to do, we’ll try to help.
If it makes the difference between having a
band or not, I’ll do whatever I can.”
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu

the wide eyes of Aboriginal
child Nullah (a wonderful
perfor mance f rom you ng
Bra ndon Walters), whom
Sarah Ashley adopts during
the film.
B e g i n n i n g i n 19 39,
Luhrmann’s affinity for classic
movies is seen in his continual
allusions to and synthesis
of two of that year’s biggest
films, “The Wizard of Oz”

and “Gone With the Wind.”
To u g h o c c a s i o n a l l y
imperfect in narrative and
pace, “Australia” brims with
the distinct style of a director
who dares his audience to
believe once again in t he
increasingly lost art of movie
magic.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

Earbuds damaging to youth
Prolonged use of headphones risks
hearing loss due to high decibels
Julie Deardorff
MCT Campus

CHICAGO — Justin Roberts has wildly
curious young fans, the type who might lean
into a live monitor during one of his concerts
just to see what it sounds like.
But the popular children’s entertainer
knows a blast of loud music isn’t the only risk
to a child’s hearing. What parents and kids
really need to watch is the everyday use of
earbuds that come with iPods and other MP3
players, said Roberts, who has teamed up with
the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association (ASHA) to raise awareness about
noise-induced hearing loss.
Not only do earbuds send sound directly
into the delicate ear canal, but they boost
the volume by as much as nine decibels. And
because today’s devices can hold and play
music for longer periods, kids are wearing
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK
them more than the recommended one hour
Use of earbuds for more than one hour a
a day, putting them at risk for permanent
hearing loss after just five years, according to day increases the risk of hearing loss.
the ASHA.
“Sound can be dangerous as well as fun,” said audiologist Dennis Burrows, v ice
said Roberts, who headlined a “Listen to Your president for standards and ethics in audiology
Buds” concert for school groups recently at for ASHA. Loud music can destroy these cells;
Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry. the first ones to go are the ones responsible
“It’s an important message to get out to kids for the highest frequencies.
“Prolonged and loud exposure, much like
when they’re young and their hearing is still
lots of foot traffic through a doorway wears
great.”
Studies show hearing loss is already affecting down carpet, will shear off these hair cells,”
a younger population. More than half of high said Burrows.
Roberts, who said The Who concerts taught
school students in the U.S. report having at
least one symptom of hearing loss, according him that “loud rock music was the coolest
to a 2006 poll commissioned by ASHA. thing in the world,” now takes precautions to
Another survey showed that 5.2 million six- protect his own hearing — especially since
to 19-year-olds have some degree of hearing musicians Roger Daltry and Pete Townshend
of The Who suffer from hearing loss. He also
loss directly related to noise exposure.
The damage is based on two variables: the tries to keep his own concerts at safe levels.
But he also acknowledges that he’s part of
decibel level and duration of exposure.
Conversation measures 60 decibels on a rock band; the audience also should play it
a sound meter. At 70 percent volume, an safe.
“Use ear protective devices for kids who
MP3 player can pump out 85 decibels, the
are more sensitive or be aware that kids
recommended safe listening level.
But the gadgets are often played at 100 might be up front and dancing,” said Roberts.
or even 120 decibels — the equivalent of a “Whether it’s leaning into a live monitor or
gunshot or a jet engine — which is enough to using earbuds, kids are going to be exploring
the world.”
cause permanent damage.
For more i n for m at ion, v isit
The inner ear contains about 30,000 hair
cells, which are tuned to specific frequencies, justinrobertsmusic.com.

Artists take new spin on Christmas classics for better or worse
Adding soul, orchestras to traditional songs
proves more successful than Elvis duets, metal
Jim Abbott
MCT Campus

It’s time for turkey leftovers and a look at holiday
CDs.
The sleigh is overloaded in 2008, so let’s see if any
of the new stuff packs enough quirky charm to match
my reigning all-time favorite, the classic Mambo Santa
Mambo. As is the custom, releases will be awarded candy
canes or lumps of coal.
Before we go silly, let’s start with something beautiful:
“This Christmas,” by Aretha Franklin, showcases the
Queen of Soul on an assortment of classics and poporiented stuff. Hymns such as “Angels We Have Heard
on High” and “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing,” benefit
from Franklin’s gospel treatment. Three candy canes.
In the quirky department, we have duets with dead
Elvis! “Elvis Presley Christmas Duets” takes otherwise
nostalgic tunes such as “Blue Christmas” and melds duet
partners ranging from Martina McBride to members of
Little Big Town. Ickiness factor? Off-the-scale. Three
lumps of coal.
There’s nothing like Elvis duets from the grave to make
one appreciate Faith Hill’s new holiday album. “Joy to the

World” is full of lushly arranged carols and traditional
favorites such as “Holly Jolly Christmas.” There are no
surprises, which is good after the Elvis experience. Two
candy canes.
Did someone say big? Genre-bending diva Sarah
Brightman is typically super-sized on her fi rst holiday
album, “A Winter Symphony.” Although there are enough
strings on “Silent Night” to wake up the neighbors,
these 12 songs are as lovely as they are large. Two candy
canes.
When it comes to big production, the Jonas Brothers
take a back seat to no one on “Joyful Kings,” the group’s
medley of “Joy to the World” and “We Three Kings.” It’s
the opening track on “All Wrapped Up!,” a teen-oriented
disc available exclusively at Target stores. There’s plenty
of pep, whether it’s Miley Cyrus doing “Santa Claus is
Comin’ to Town” or the Plain White T’s’ “Christmas
Won’t be the Same Without You.” Very likable. Two
candy canes.
For an old guy, Tony Bennett still has pep. Maybe that’s
what happens when you’re singing in front of the Count
Basie Orchestra, still one of the most reliable swing
units on the planet. On “A Swingin’ Christmas,” Bennett
and the band live up to the title on “I’ll Be Home for
Christmas,” Silver Bells” and others. Enough to give that
Mambo album a run for its money. Four candy canes.
It takes some moxie to inject original songs into the
holiday mix, but R&B singer Ledisi does it with style
on “It’s Christmas.” Her “Be There for Christmas”

shimmies with the percolating beat of an old Motown
hit. Even when she reinvents the traditional (“Children
Go Where I Send Thee”), Ledisi has sass. Three candy
canes.
Some rei nvent ion is bet ter lef t on t he draw i ng
board. So it is with “We Wish You a Metal Xmas and a
Headbanging New Year,” a 12-song collection featuring
members of Queensryche, Dio, Dokken and other metal
bands. On “Run Rudolph Run,” even the usually cool
Dave Grohl sounds ridiculous. Two lumps of coal.
For a more subtle blend of personalities, there’s “Songs
of Joy & Peace,” by Yo-Yo Ma & Friends. The friends
range from Diana K rall to James Taylor, who goes
outside the holiday realm with his delicate take on “Here
Comes the Sun.” With intimate strings behind it, the
song still sounds like a hymn. Three candy canes.
Although the songs are all holiday ones, Bela Fleck &
the Flecktones stretch familiar carols into something
improvisational on “Jingle A ll the Way.” Keeper: A
playful romp through “Linus and Lucy,” the Peanuts
holiday theme. Good grief. Two candy canes.
And, finally, what’s more reliable than Ray Charles? His
slinky version of “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer” is
among the 10 tracks on “A Jazz & Blues Christmas,”
a new compilation from Putumayo. There’s also good
stuff from B.B. King (“Christmas Celebration”), Charles
Brown (“Santa’s Blues”) and others. There’s lots of talk
about the blues, but it doesn’t stand a chance against this
good stuff. Three candy canes.
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Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

The Scene
@ USC

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock
SHINY TOY GUNS
7 p.m., $15
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.

TODAY

TOMORROW

3-DAY WEEKEND PRESENTS COMEDY ON
TRIAL
8 p.m., $5
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

HUMBOLDT COUNTY
6 p.m. and 8 p.m., $7.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.
THE MEDIC DROID, H Y PER CRUSH,
CHRONIC FUTURE, ROBOTS
6:30 p.m., $10
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

EURO MOTO CLUB
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
HOLIDAY LIGHTS ON THE RIVER
6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., $10/car
Saluda Shoals Park, 5606 Bush River
Rd.

VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NITE
8:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

HOROSCOPES

12/01/08

1234567890-=
ARIES If you’re stuck
in a corner, pass the ball to a
teammate who’s in the clear.
Looks like you can’t get out,
but someone you know can.
TAURUS

Face your
losses squarely and make
a few adaptations. Do this
early, so you’ll have time for
an outing later.

GEM INI Ex pect a
lively debate about allocating
hou s ehold f i n a nc e s . B e
sure to make your opinions
known or your favorite treats
could get cut.
CANCER You’ve been
busy and you’ll be busy for
several weeks longer. Don’t
complain; enjoy yourself.
You’re doing it all for your
family, and they’ll love you
for it.

L E O Yo u m a y
temporarily feel overwhelmed
by how long your lists have
grown. Others believe you
can do it all, so give it your
best effort.
V IRGO

Yo u a r e
su rrou nded by love, and
exceptionally lucky, too. But
you may not be in the mood
to do much racing around.

LIBRA Your home’s an
interesting place. It’s full of
fun projects. The trick is to
keep them separated, so they
don’t get all tangled up.

SCOR PIO

Wo r k
y o u’ v e a l r e a d y d o n e i s
starting to bring in rewards.
It’s not as much as you’d like
to have, but you can make it
stretch.

S AGI T TA R I US
Condit ions are good for
making a profit. You’ll have
to do somet h ing to help
make this happen, so don’t
just sit there.

CAPRICORN You
are exceptionally cute and
powerful this month, and
getting even more so. Clean
up old business and get ready
for action.

AQUARIUS

You’re
very busy, but you can make
time to meet with friends for
a while. It’ll do you good to
laugh with them.

PISCES Meetings and
social activities go very well
today. People are in the mood
to get along with each other.

ACROSS
1 Price proposals
5 Malcolm __ Warner
10 Mach+ jets
14 Mine entrance
15 Shaped like
Humpty Dumpty
16 Bigfoot's shoe size
17 "Apollo 13" co-star
19 Soft mineral
20 Futile
21 In a remarkable
way
23 D.C. summer hrs.
24 Japanese
horseradish
25 Minerals scale
28 List-shortening
abbr.
30 Human chest
33 I figured it out!

12/01/08

1 2 3 4

for 11/25/08

DOWN

Solutions from 11/25/08

34 Middling

1 Capital of

35 Like bags under

Azerbaijan

eyes

2 March's middle

36 Sail support

3 Seedy bar

38 Kind of reality?

4 Steps over fences

39 Commands

5 Grass beads

40 Artist Holbein

6 Gardner and others

41 Savings initials

7 Buddy

42 Right-hand page

8 Unmelodious

43 Port or sherry

9 Jay and the missus

44 Deneb or Vega

10 Begin

45 Villas and

11 Horse of the Year,

bungalows

1938

47 Eccentric piece

12 Narrate

31 Scarlett's last name

46 Oozes

49 Got a whiff of

13 Office asst.

32 Strong polyester

48 Plus

51 Extra pay

18 Beatty of

film

49 Endeavor to obtain

55 Zeno of __

“Deliverance”

34 Groovy!

50 Highlands group

56 Decorative molding

22 Small drums

35 Evergreen

51 Endorse

58 Toward dawn

24 Word with cry

droppings

52 Teasdale or Gilbert

59 Cake cut

or chest

37 Explode

53 Notable periods

60 Neutral color

25 Urban honcho

38 Delivery vehicle

54 Eye affliction

61 Tot seat

26 Midwest airport

40 Belonging to that

57 Well, fancy that!

62 Goes after

27 Tough luck

man

63 Facilitate

29 Comic Conway

43 Thick-heeled shoe
44 Smear or blur
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates

Additional Info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Apartments
Wilshire House Sublet: $500!
12/22-6/31/09 1BR 1BA w/d refg besides the Strom & Greens w/pool.w/grill
w/patio gated. 525 sq. ft.Contact:

rentmyapartment2@gmail.com

The Gates - 2BR 2BA Condo $1200/mo
inclds util. Contact Tim 843-377-3486

Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442

Room for Rent on Greene St
for a female & 3BR. 318-0800 or
rajaluri@aeliusa.com

Grad Student Rental - Quiet upstairs
apt in Northeast. Must love dogs. No
smokers. $500/mo 318-4964

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

Housing-Rent
VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR
RENT
$290-$335 inclds all utilities.
Walk or cycle to school. Very Clean!
Call 463-5129
Seeking F/rmmte 3BR 3BA furn. Retreatof Cola. Free int. cable. Contact humamakhan@gmail.com or 843-566-5841
Khana20@comcast.net for details.
Beautiful 3BR 2BA house - hd fls, water
fence yard, sec. fp incld & many extras.
$1,050 803-231-6829.
House for rent walking distance to USC
3BR 1BA home walking behind Greek
housing to USC $975/mo
for more homes near USC call
254-6613.www.securityrealty.net
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
SHANDON - 4BR 2BA hdwd flrs big
rooms 3/4 mile to USC fenced yard pets
ok $1345. 318-0729

Help Wanted
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.

Additional options

•

Office hours: M-F

Help Wanted
GRAD ASSISTANT: Needed to assist IT
Systems Administrator with design, development and testing of reports and
on-line screens utilizing data extracted
from both Oracle and MsAcess database
systems. Must be proficient with Oracle
SQL, Oracle Developer, MsAcess, Word
and Excel. Please send resume via
email to jyazel@fmc.sc.edu

PT positions for local Work Shop. $7/hr
Call for job description. Excellent opportunity for a creative person. Call Jamie
@ 897-0347

Help Wanted
Child Care
Irmo Day Care -. PT position availabel
working with 4 & 5 y.o 2-6:00pm. Daycare exp a plus. Call 781-5439.

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Serious financial problems?
Confidential bankruptcy advice.
Start fresh. Free consultations. 779-1700
www.MatthewsandMegna.com

Pre-School Teachers Needed
Church Pre-school located 10 min from
USC, is seeking energetic, fun & dependable individuals to work in the
afternoons and mornings for the spring
semester. Individuals must have
experience working with children.
Please call 771-1512 for more info.

Help Wanted
Restaurants

Services

Help Wanted
Restaurants

Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs

PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Our Harbison location is
Now Hiring:
Hostesses, Bussers and Kitchen Help.
Must be available throughout the Holidays and beyond. Flexible scheduling
and great working environment.

Apply in person M-TH 2-4
252-F Harbison Blvd.

GRILLE COOK NEEDED
@ THE NATIONAL ADVOCACY
CENTER/SODEXO
Evening hours 4-10pm M-Thur No
Weekends. Will be flexible with class
schedule. Must be able to pass a background check, drug screening, and have
transportation. No phone calls apply in
person @ 1620 Pendleton St.
Please put attention to Stacey on app..

Travel
BAHAMA SPRING BREAK SALE!
$200 Sale! Includes Roundtrip
Cruise, 4 Nights Beachfront Hotel,
Meals & #1 Parties!
Text Message: SPRINGBREAK to
313131 to redeem sale!
Limited Space, Book Now!
1-877-997-8747 www.XtremeTrips.com

Roommates
F/subleaser needed for Spring semester Pointe West 4BR 2BA $455/mo util
incld & furn. Call 864-901-5427

Rmmte wanted for Forest Acres Bungalow 4BR House hdwd fl ceiling fans w/d
CH&A Close to USC. 429-5456

The World’s First
Touch Screen BlackBerry.®
Verizon Wireless exclusive.

t5PVDIBOE$MJDL6OJRVF4VSF1SFTTUPVDI
screen allows you to be as accurate as ever.
t7JTJUZPVSGBWPSJUFTJUFTBOEOBWJHBUFUIF8FC
BUGBTU(TQFFET
t&OKPZGVMMNVMUJNFEJBDBQBCJMJUJFTWJEFPT 

NVTJD HBNFTBOENPSF

19999

$

$249.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.
With new 2-yr. activation on a Nationwide Email Plan.

Now available!
Check it out in 3D at verizonwireless.com/storm

Only on America’s Largest 3G Network.

Call 1.888.640.8776

Shop 24/7 verizonwireless.com/storm

Visit any store. Call for extended Holiday hours!

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES Open 7 days a week. Technicians available at select locations.
COLUMBIA 173 Columbiana Dr. 803-749-4500 LEXINGTON 5596 Sunset Blvd. 803-808-2009
10110 Two Notch Rd. 803-419-2585
ORANGEBURG 2718 North Rd. 803-534-4150
7007-A Two Notch Rd. 803-865-6300

Visit the Verizon Wireless
Store inside one of the area’s
2 Circuit City locations

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS

1-800-899-4249

Activation fee/line: $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line & other charges & $1.99/MB (incl. Mobile Web ads). Offers and
coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 weeks and expires in 12 months. BlackBerry, RIM, Research In Motion, SureType® and related trademarks, names and logos are
the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Google and the Google Logo are trademarks of Google Inc. Limited-time offer. While supplies
last. Network details and coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. © 2008 Verizon Wireless.
STORM
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C of C comes out
on top of Carolina
Men’s basketball beats Gardner-Webb Tuesday before suffering
first loss against upstart College of Charleston Friday night
James Kratch

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Thanksgiving break slate of
games proved to be a mixed bag for
the USC men’s basketball team, as the
Gamecocks routed Gardner-Webb
85-70 Tuesday night, only to turn
around and suffer the first setback
of the 2008-2009 season this past
Friday night, losing a heartbreaker in
overtime at the College of Charleston
82-80.
On Tuesday night, Carolina
cruised to the first 4-0 team start in
four seasons behind the efforts of
junior guard Devan Downey, who
scored a season-high 25 points, 20 of
which came in the second half.
The Bulldogs, who narrowly
missed upsetting No. 11 Oklahoma
on its home court, hung with USC
for most of the first half, becoming
the first team to lead the Gamecocks
this year. But after going back and
forth for several minutes Carolina
took the lead for good on a Zam
Fredrick layup at the 4:48 mark of
the first half. Fredrick had 18 points
for the Gamecocks and contributed
on the boards with a career-high
eight rebounds.
Fredrick’s performance was part of
a team effort as Carolina dominated
Gardner-Webb on the boards,
winning the rebound advantage 5241.
“I think the difference was over a
40-minute period, our effort, though
not great all the way through,” USC
coach Darrin Horn said.
Horn also was quick to point out
that many little things had swung the
game in his eyes.
“I thought [junior guard] Robert
Wilder changed the atmosphere of
the game. He made a couple of hustle
plays coming off the bench. Here’s a
guy who’s stat line is empty except
for one foul, one turnover and one
steal and I think he impacted the
game. Those are positives that we
want to keep seeing. A lot of guys
gave us that — we just need to keep
getting better and working.”
On Friday night, USC dropped
its first road game of the year, as
the College of Charleston Cougars
prevailed in overtime 82-80. USC
led at intermission 42-41 and held
a 65-61 lead with 5:37 left in the
second half, but a 13-5 Charleston
run gave the Cougars a 74-70 lead
with 1:39 left on the clock. The
Gamecocks rallied back to take a 7674 lead with 11 seconds left thanks
to consecutive three-pointers by
junior forwards Evka Baniulis and
Dominique Archie.
The lead did not hold, however, as

College of Charleston guard Andrew
Goudelock drilled a jumper to tie the
game with 2.6 seconds remaining in
regulation.
“We tried to speed them up, but
they were so disciplined, and they
really stuck to their game plan,”
Archie said.
Junior guard Tony White, Jr. gave
the Cougars a 78-76 lead with two
free throws, but USC would fight
back on a Fredrick layup. Charleston
once again took the lead thanks to two
free throws from Jermaine Johnson,
but Downey tied the score back up
at 80 with a jumper made with 1:09
remaining in the extra period. The
Gamecocks couldn’t get any offense
going from that point, and two more
free throws from White, Jr. with
fewer than three seconds remaining
put the game on ice, and giving the
Cougars their first win over USC
since the Great Depression.
“We didn’t do the things we
needed to do to win on the road
tonight against a good opponent,”
Horn said.
Downey led the team with
22 points, Baniulis had 14, and
sophomore center Mike Holmes
recorded a double-double with 14
points and 12 rebounds.
The Gamecocks (4-1) travel north
to New Jersey Tuesday night for
a tilt with perennial Ivy League
powerhouse Princeton before they
return to the Colonial Life Arena
hardwood this Friday night to take on
the Paladins of Furman University.
Tip-off is scheduled for 6 p.m.
Comments on this stor y? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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USC’s Mike Holmes (bottom) tries to wrest the ball from the clutches of Dustin Scott during Saturday’s loss.

Mary Ann Chastain / The Associated Press

Dominique Archie and Mike Holmes block a shot by Gardner- Webb’s Auryn MacMillan during the first half of Saturday’s game.

USC finds success in Mexico
Women’s team breaks
losing streak, captures
tournament title
Chaz Brown
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A f ter dropping its f irst
two games of the season, the
women’s basketball team only
needed one week to turn the
season in the right direction.
The Gamecocks posted their
first victory of the year against
Davidson last Monday and then
traveled to Cancun, Mexico,
for the Cancun Thanksgiving
Classic. There South Carolina
defeated Ohio before claiming
the title in a nail-biter against
UNC-Wilmington.
South Carolina (3-2) got the
three-game swing started off at
the Colonial Life Arena against
the Davidson Wildcats with
a 68-47 victory Monday. The
Gamecocks defense stepped up
holding Davidson to only 30.2
percent shooting.
After building a 20-point
lead, USC saw the Wildcats
cut their lead in half with about
six minutes left to play. Lauren
Falohun drove down the left
side for a lay-up show ing

her teammates how to use
the Davidson aggressiveness
against them as the Gamecock
lead surged to 20 points behind
many quick-strike layups.
Miranda Tate led all scorers
wit h 13, LaKeisha Sutton
had 11 and Demetress Adams
poured in 10 and grabbed eight
rebounds.
South Carolina then had
a date with Ohio down in
Cancun Friday night. Both
tea m s mu st have eaten a
little too much turkey as the
halftime score showed USC up
18-8. The Gamecocks used a
9-0 run to extend their lead to
41-18 highlighted by Adams’
back-to-back lay ups and a
Brionna Dickerson three.
USC then tried to slow the
pace of the game and coast to a
victory, but the Bobcats tried to
make them pay. Ohio went on a
9-0 run and proceeded to pull
within 10 points with 2:13 to
go, but USC held on to punch
its ticket to the championship
game with a 43-34 win.
Dickerson led the way for the
Gamecocks scoring 15 points
in the victory with Adams
scoring 14 and retrieving seven
rebounds. Jewel May grabbed
eight rebou nds wh ile t he
defense did not let any Bobcat
players score in double digits.

The Gamecocks seemed to
have met their match against
U NC-Wilm ing ton in t he
championship on Saturday. The
teams traded leads throughout
the contest and the Seahawks
made a free throw to k not
things up. After neither team
could hit a shot, 30 seconds
remained on the clock.
Sutton set up the offense,
but decided to take matters
into her own hands and banked
in a shot with the shot clock
winding down in what proved
to be the game winner with 26
seconds showing on the clock.
May was fouled after collecting
an errant Seahawk shot and
made one of her free throws to
set the final score at 57-54.
South Carolina had shot 50
percent in the first half, but
eleven turnovers led to a 25-22
deficit at the half. The game
was tied 13 times with the
largest lead being a 5-point
lead in UNC-W’s favor. USC
twice had a four-point lead, but
saw the Seahawks comeback to
force a tie.
Sut ton made t he alltou r na ment tea m wh i le
Dickerson was named MVP.
The Gamecocks will travel
to Winston-Salem, N.C., to
face Wake Forest at 11 a.m.
Wednesday before returning

home to host High Point Friday
at the Colonial Life Arena at 8
p.m.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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for the bowl game.
“They wanted it more than we did
and they got the job done,” Brinkley
said. “We have to go out and practice
hard. We also will watch fi lm and fi nd
out how we can get better as a team.”
Also playing in his final regular season
game, wide receiver Kenny McKinley
talked about the team’s frustration.
“We’re a family,” McKinley said. “We
will have our arguments, but at the end
of the day, we all love each other.”
T he G a mecock s a re look i ng for
anything positive now to close out the
AGUILAR ● Continued from 14
were supposed to be staying with him in
Nashville and the only other person you
know in town is your older brother’s senior
prom date whom you haven’t talked to in
six years.
It’s about watching Jad Dean miss a 39yard field goal more than 30 times, once
in person and 29 more times by rewinding
and restarting the highlight reel.
It’s about Jasper Brinkley hitting people
so hard it makes you hurt, seeing Sidney
Rice do things in the air that would have
had him declared a witch in colonial times
and having your eyes mist up every time

season.
Carolina has been outscored 87-20
in the past two contests, and can only
hope to finish out the season with a
win. With an extra amount of practice
time, the Gamecocks hope to find a
new game plan that will give them a
bowl trophy.
The Gamecocks finish the regular
season at 7-5 overall and now will wait
to see what bowl invitation they will
receive.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
mailbox.sc.edu
you see Cory Boyd cry after a loss because
you know he cares just as much as you.
In the end, reflecting on my four years at
Carolina, it hasn’t been about the wins and
it certainly hasn’t been about the losses. It’s
been about all the great memories that I’ve
been able to have.
A nd of course, it could just be t he
“lovable loser Gamecock” in me. But I
would never, ever trade a different record,
either overall or series, if it meant that I had
to go to school and football games dressed
in orange and purple in Clemson.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
mailbox.sc.edu

Football picks and predictions
After 12 weeks and a season of
surprises, the results are in:
Staff Writer Chris Cox tops
the Gamecock Challenge standings.
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T he t u r no v e r s wo u ld
continue to mount as USC
was forced into a three-andout punting situation quickly
following the touchdown.
What ensued with Carolina’s
first blocked punt this season
and the first of special team’s
coordinator Ray Rychleski’s
career. The turnover set up
a Mark Buchholz field goal
and a 10-0 lead after one
quarter.
Things would go from bad
to worse as Smelley would
throw his second and third
interceptions of the game in
the second quarter, allowing
the Tigers (7-5) to score from
50 yards out to Jacoby Ford
and James Davis from 20
yards out to put CU up 24-0
late in the second quarter.
All three of Smelley’s first
half interceptions occurred
in a span of 18:19, and all
t h ree re s u lted i n Tiger
touchdowns, culminating in
Clemson’s 274-172 halftime
yardage advantage.
“The offense has to score
some points,” a frustrated
Spurrier said. “Sometimes
it’s OK to win 38-34. But we
can’t do that. That’s where
we are. Hopefully, someday,
we’l l be a lot bet ter on
offense.”
The Gamecocks would
try to make it interesting as
Smelley began to warm up
late in the second quarter.
Ca rol i na put toget her a
quick, 4 play, 33-yard drive
in a little over a minute and
a half, which was capped
by a 16 -yard touchdow n
reception from fullback Pat
DiMarco, cutting the lead to
17 at halftime.
On the first drive of the
second half, the Gamecock
offense trimmed the deficit
to ten when tight end Weslye
Saunders caught a beautiful
23-yard touchdown reception
down the middle of the field
in front of the West End
Zone.
While neither touchdown
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Clemson defensive back Chris Chancellor has two picks.
drive really involved star
wideout Kenny McKinley,
the senior was still able to
grab seven receptions on
the afternoon, giving him
201 for h i s c a reer. T he
performance allowed him
to become only t he f ift h
receiver in conference
history to collect more than
200 career receptions.
Despite hearing of t he
sterling accomplishment,
McK inley could still only
think about his team.
“I haven’t lost faith in the
of fense,” McK inley said.
“Hopef ully, it w ill come
around. All I can do is go
out there and execute my
assignment. I want to go to a

good bowl.”
Despite Carolina efforts
to trim the lead, Clemson’s
ground attack remained too
powerful, as CU dominated
the remainder of the game.
Dav is added a not her
touchdown, his third of the
day, and he and the rest of
the CU offense bled out the
clock from there, as Clemson
rolled to the lopsided 31-14
victory.
Carolina now awaits word
on where they will head for
the holidays. Bowl games
will be announced Dec. 7 on
ESPN.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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CLEMSON (7-5) 31

AROLINA (7-5) 14

EARLY CHRISTMAS FOR CLEMSON

Fan takes
comfort in
good times
Devastating losses only
small part of cheering
for often depressing team

especially in the second
half, but the offense could
not get within 10 points
of the Tigers. Defensive
coordinator Ellis Johnson
st i l l bel ieved t hat t he
defense could have
performed better. “We
a re d i s app oi nt e d . We
would like to say we are
surprised, but we have
gone downhill in the past
few weeks.”
Johnson said that the
defense has been off key
lately.
“ We w e r e m i s s i n g
tack les and had busted
assig n ment s,” Joh nson
said. “We had a prett y
good game pla n goi ng
into today, but did not
have time to execute.”
Pl ay i n g i n h i s f i n a l
regular season game as
a Gamecock, linebacker
Jasper Brinkley was upset
by t he team’s play, but
hopes that the team will
emerge from the extended
layoff as a different team

CLEMSON — The clock
re ad z ero e s a l l t he way
across in Death Valley and
the Gamecocks dropped yet
another game to their hated
rivals. I could be bitter —
as a fan of USC this is not
exactly the way I pictured
t h is season ending. A s a
senior, this is not exactly the
way that I pictured the final
year of my football fandom
as a student..
T here were ple nt y of
reasons for me to be miserable
i n Clemson. I cou ld l ist
them all for you, but I don’t
get that much room in the
column. However, as I drove
back through the rain and
traffic on I-385 with my sick
girlfriend in the backseat and
her brot her
puking his guts
up into a trash
bag beside her,
something
occurred to
me.
T
h
e
Clemson game MICHAEL
was miserable AGUILAR
b u t I d o n ’ t Fourth-year
r e a l l y c a r e . English
Sure, I care in student
the sense of I
hate listening to Clemson
fans talk about how good they
are and how awful Carolina
is (and have so much logic
behind their arg uments).
However, whether or not the
Gamecocks beat Clemson on
Saturday, my football career
was complete.
It’s not about the losses.
It’s about t he last home
game of your senior year
w he n K e n n y M c K i n le y
catches his fi nal touchdown
in Williams-Brice. It’s about
when M ike Dav is f inally
breaks some tackles around
the goal-line to score the
touchdown that fi nally puts
it out of reach for Arkansas
a nd you a nd room mates
engage in a group hug that
would raise questions about
your sanity were it anywhere
other than in the stands at a
college football game.
It’s about traveling all the
way to Auburn, Ala., your
freshman year, just to see
USC get pounded 48-7 and
not regret the trip at all.
It’s about watching Josh
Brown line up for a last second
field goal against Tennessee
and your roommate covering
his eyes and saying, “Tell me
what happens. I can’t watch.”
It’s about Sy velle Newton
putting a ball so pretty and
so dangerous out in front of
Kenny McKinley during the
comeback that wasn’t against
Auburn that your girlfriend
literally screams.
I t ’s a b o u t d r i v i n g t o
Starkville, Miss., and back to
Columbia in 25 hours only
to see the Gamecocks barely
squeak by and see three of
your best friends wind up on
TV because they were some
of the few Carolina fans at
the game — certainly the
only ones with their chests
painted.
It’s about reuniting with
old f riends because your
buddy forgot t hat you
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Clemson running back James Davis (center, with ball), drags several Carolina defenders into the end zone for one of his three rushing touchdowns.

Smelley’s interceptions, Clemson running game seal
Carolina’s fate in much-anticipated rivalry game
Chris Cox

STAFF WRITER

CLEMSON — Chris Smelley stood
outside of the locker room at Death
Valley in Clemson with a blank stare
on his face, the beam of television
lights in his eyes and the score of the
most recent Carolina loss still being
broadcast on the scoreboard just a
few yards away.
This wasn’t how it was supposed
to go for him, his team or his fans.
“I’ll start out by saying, nobody
wanted this win any more than I
did,” Smelley said. “A nd I feel
responsible. Coach handed me the
ball and I felt as prepared for a good
game as any game all year. I’ll take
responsibility.”
The redshirt sophomore
quarterback t hrew four cr ucial
interceptions in a 31-14 drubbing at
the hands of upstate rival Clemson in

the 106th meeting bet ween the
t wo schools. For the game, the
Tuscaloosa, Ala., native completed
22 of 47 passes for 212 yards and
two touchdowns along with the four
picks.
“They have a better team than
us, t hey played bet ter, t hey ’re
better coached and everything,”
coach Steve Spurrier said. “They
have very good players. They played
like an ACC championship team.
Obviously, they’re playing a lot
better at the end of the year than
ours is playing. They thoroughly
beat us.”
The Gamecock s (7-5) looked
a s t hough t hey wou ld get t he
opportunity to strike first in the
bitter rivalry as the Carolina defense
quickly forced a punt on Clemson’s
first possession. Smelley had put
together back-to-back first downs
and USC had suddenly found itself

Juan Blas/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Clemson fans were quite jolly indeed after beating USC Saturday.
at midfield.
However, Smelley chucked it deep
towards the right sideline on thirdand-long and was picked off by
Clemson corner Chris Chancellor
at the 15 yard line.

W hat followed was a 10 play,
85-yard drive that was capped by a
James Davis touchdown plunge with
4:14 left in the first quarter.
CHRISTMAS ● 13

Inconsistency kills USC
Matchup with Tigers
continues themes
of roller-coaster year
Derek Phillips
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Chris Smelley’s four interceptions help Clemson beat USC.

It has been the Achilles’
heel of t he Gamecocks
a l l sea son long a nd it
continued to plague South
Carolina in its rivalry with
Clem son on Sat u rday.
T he i ncon sistenc y on
the offensive side of the
ba l l proved to b e to o
much for the Gamecocks
to overcome as t hey
suffered a 31-14 defeat to
the Tigers at Memorial
Stadium Saturday
afternoon.
Redsh i r t sophomore
quarterback Chris
S m e l l e y, c o m i n g o f f
a poor performance
aga i nst Flor ida, d id
not fare a ny bet ter on
Saturday throwing four
interceptions that led to

t h ree touc hdow n s for
Clemson. As it had shown
all season, the Gamecocks
could not overcome the
c r it ic a l t u r nover s a nd
therefore left the defense
gasping for air trying to
stop the opposition.
T he one br ight spot
for the Gamecocks this
season has been t he
defen s e , but w it h t he
inconsistent play by the
offense, the defense had
no chance at all to stop
Clemson’s ground game.
Ru n n i ng back s C .J.
Spiller and James Davis
combined for 179 yards
on t he d ay a nd Dav i s
added three touchdowns.
C oac h St e ve Spu r r ier
was disappointed in the
performance.
“ We w e r e b e a t b y
the better team today,”
Spurrier said. “We have
not played good at t he
end of the year.”
T he def e n s e d id a l l
it cou ld to keep t he
Gamecocks in the game,

